Additional distributional records of Scolopendrid centipedes from Kerala P.M. Sureshan et al. to ascertain the occurrence of the species in Kerala. Remarks: Though it is said to be the most abundant species of Scolopendra in the tropical and subtropical lands, it is poorly known from Deccan (Jangi & Dass, 1984) . Khanna (2001) mentioned the occurrence of this species in Kerala but no locality details are available.
Scolopendra subspinipes dehaani

Arthrorhabdus jonesii (Verhoeff)
1937. Arthrorhabdus (Tachycormocephalus) jonesii, Verhoeff Zool. Jahrb. (Syst.) 71: 384. 2001 . Arthrorhabdus jonesii Verhoeff. Khanna. Ann. For. 9(2) : 203. Diagnostic characters: Cephalic plate without basal plates and without longitudinal sutures; antennae with 17 articles, three basals glabrous and rest pilose; 21 st tergite without median suture, lateral margination from 10 th onwards, coxopleural process tipped with two spines; 1-4 legs with two tarsal spurs, anal leg prefemur with 1-2 spines ventromedially and three ventrally. Distribution: India: Kerala: Trivandrum district (Ponmudi). Remarks: This is a rare species known only from Kerala.
6. Cormocephalus dentipes Pocock 1891. Cormocephalus dentipes Pocock. Ann. Nat. Hist. Soc. 6,7: 66. 1984 
DISCUSSION
The family Scolopendridae is represented in Kerala by 22 species belonging to eight genera, viz., Scolopendra, Arthrorhabdus, Cormocephalus, Asanada, Digitipes, Otostigmus, Ethmostigmus and Rhysida. Of these, the first four belong to the subfamily Scolopendrinae and the remaining four to the subfamily Otostigminae. The genus Scolopendra found throughout the tropics and the warmer lands of temperate world is unique in having the cephalic plate, which clearly overlies the anterior margin of the first tergite. Among the 21 species of Indian Scolopendra, only two are so far known from Kerala, namely, S. amazonica and S. morsitans. These two species are sympatric and cosmopolitan in distribution, which were considered earlier conspecific. The most important distinguishing character between these two species is the spur on 20 th leg, which is present in morsitans and absent in amazonica. Though there is an opinion among workers favouring the synonymy of these species, Jangi and Dass (1984) Key to the Rhysida species of Kerala
1.
Only 21 clearly mentioned their separate status in the Deccan. Though the most dominant species of Indo-Gangetic plains, S. morsitans is very rarely reported from Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala, the species is not represented in the present collection. Jangi and Dass (1984) expressed the view that the records of S. morsitans from these three states may be pertaining to S. amazonica. Rathinasabapathy and Yadav (2000) reported this species from Anaikatty area of Western Ghats, Tamil Nadu. S. hardwickei Newport is another rare Scolopendra species not reported from Kerala but known from localities bordering Kerala and Tamil Nadu (Rathinasabapathy & Yadav, 2000) . So intensive field exploration and collection of specimens throughout Kerala is essential to prove the occurrence of S. morsitans and S. hardwickei in the state.
Scolopendra subspinipes dehaani Brandt is another
Scolopendra species known from Kerala (Khanna, 2001) . The occurrence of this species in Kerala is doubtful and the above record may pertain to that from Karwar district of Karnataka by Jangi and Dass (1984) . Another interesting species of Scolopendrini is Arthrorhabdus jonesii, which is the only representative of the genus in India. The species is known only form the Ponmudi hills of Trivandrum district. It is very essential to make intensive collection of centipedes from this area in order to prove the occurrence of the species still in that locality after a gap of several years since its earlier report. Cormocephalus is a genus of Scolopendrinae, which is species-rich. Out of the eight Indian species, only two are represented in Kerala, namely, C. nigrificatus and C. dentipes. Both these species lack a longitudinal median sulcus on the 21 st tergite, which separate them from other Indian species. C. nigrificatus is so far known only from the Thiruvananthapuram district of Kerala, its distribution is extended here to Idukki and Quilon districts by the collection of specimens.
Asanadini is a monogeneric tribe with the genus Asanada. Though the genus has an extensive geographical range, it is very poorly represented in general collections. Among the eight species known from India, three are represented in Kerala viz., A. indicus, A. socotrana, and A. sukhensis . All these species have short and thick anal legs unlike in other Indian species with anal legs long and slender. Not a single specimen of Asanada is represented in the present collection. Since members of this genus are usually smaller in size and unnoticeable, special care has to be taken during collection.
The subfamily Otostigminae is represented by 13 species from Kerala, among them Digitipes contains five, followed by Rhysida with four and Ethmostigmus and Otostigmus each with two species. Digitipes coonoorensis is represented by a good number of Occurrence of Digitipes barnabasi in Western Ghats of Kerala is interesting since it is previously known only from Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu (Yadav 2001; Khanna, 2001 The present study proved that the centipede fauna of Kerala is rich though not explored fully. They form a rewarding animal group for detailed systematic studies from Kerala since they play a very valuable role in the terrestrial ecosystems acting as important links in the food chains, devouring harmful insect pests, meal worms, termites, millipedes etc thereby helping to control them. Even though the present collection represents a randomly picked assemblage of specimens, it contains some interesting species, which are being reported for the first time from Kerala. Since most the present collection is made from the forested tracts of Western Ghats, it will not give a complete picture of the distribution of the centipede species in Kerala. So more intensive collections of centipedes from the plains and mid lands are also very essential to derive a complete picture of the distribution of centipede fauna in Kerala. Moreover, some of the districts of Kerala like Kasaragod, Alappuzha, Pathanamthitta and Kottayam are totally unexplored for centipedes and there are no records of species available from these districts. Serious attempts to collect centipedes from all the different types of habitats belonging to the 14 districts of Kerala needs to be made to get a clear picture of the distribution, endemism, intraspecific variations, evolutionary status etc of the centipede species occurring in this part of peninsular India, which will in turn provide further detailed knowledge on the centipede fauna of the country.
